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20th July 2021 

Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 

We will soon be at the end of another year where the education of the children has again been 

impacted by the ongoing pandemic. Currently, our risk assessment has been updated to reflect 

the governmental changes in guidance brought into action from yesterday. There are very few 

alterations due to us maintaining a cautious approach, but this does mean that should a pupil 

test positive for Covid-19, only pupils considered to be close contacts will need to isolate and not 

necessarily all pupils within the bubble (although this is context dependent).  

 

I am currently unable to provide you with information about how the return to school in 

September will be organised, for example regarding start and end times and whether we maintain 

separation into bubbles. This is due to unpredictability of what will occur over the weeks of the 

summer holidays, both in terms of infection rates and policy from government / BCP council. 

However, information will be published on the website and emailed during the upcoming INSET 

days on 2nd and 3rd September. 

 

The end of term is always a time for reflection: we will certainly be reflecting with our Year 6’s 

about their time at Bayside Academy during the graduation tomorrow! I can’t thank the 

community enough for the understanding and flexibility that you have all shown during this year 

and can’t praise the children enough for working so hard and continuing to try their best 

throughout every challenge set. I have no doubt that they will continue in the same vein in 

September. 

 

Every member of staff has also shown 100% commitment to the school over the course of the 

year and certainly deserve a well earned break over the summer. Sadly, several staff members 

will not be returning to Bayside in the new year. 

 

Mr Dorrill has been with us for two years as a teacher and has supported a wide range of children 

in this role. His positivity and sense of humour has been ever present and we wish him all the 

best within his future role at The Nigel Bowes campus of Tregonwell Academy. 

 

Mr Easthope’s jovial and caring nature is remembered by many children, as are his personalised 

drawings, particularly of dinosaurs. We thank him for all he has done for the children in his care 

and for the wide range of knowledge that he has imparted.  

 

Miss Symes’s warmth and support for pupils was evident in all of her activities as a teaching 

assistant, including her excellent speech and language sessions. We wish her every happiness as 

she continues to look after her beautiful twin girls. 



 

 

Mrs Hall has served our community for over 35 years! Clearly, we have so much to thank her for 

during her lengthy service that spans the change of the school into a primary school and then 

an academy. It’s hard to calculate how many children from the area have received help from Mrs 

Hall during this time, but we know it’s in the thousands! She will be sorely missed, but we wish 

her a very restful and happy retirement. We are also hoping to convince her to come back to 

read with the children every now and then! 

 

I hope that everyone has an amazing summer holiday when it begins: please stay safe and look 

out for each other. You can report any concerns that you have about the safety of children 

directly to BCP or gain advice from the NSPCC at any time: 

https://www.bournemouth.gov.uk/childreneducation/ChildrensSocialCare/first-response-

hub/are-you-worried-about-a-child-or-young-person.aspx 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/our-services/nspcc-helpline/ 

 

With warmest wishes as always, 

 

 
Mr Vernon, Principal 
 
Reports 
You will have now received your child’s end of year report. Please remember to arrange an 
appointment with the class teacher should you wish to discuss any element of this document. 
 
Free School Meal vouchers 
Supermarket vouchers will be provided by BCP council again this summer holidays, at a rate of 
£12.50 for each of the 6 weeks for each pupil who is eligible for means-tested Free School Meals. 
Vouchers will be paid through Wonde using the details we hold on our systems. Vouchers are 
also available for any family in need – if you would like to apply to receive a voucher, please 
contact the school office. 
 
Early Help Services 
From September, we will receive weekly support from an onsite Early Help worker, Paula Adair. 
This ‘Navigator’ will be available to support families in a wide range of ways, including direct 
support and referral to services, and will be based in school for two and a half days per week. 
 
Fines For Taking Holidays During Term Time 
It’s never been more important for children to be in education every day. In line with national 
statutory policy, children are not allowed to be removed from education to go on holiday and we 
will continue to report to BCP Council, who will proceed to issue fines should pupils be removed 
from school for this reason. 
 
SEN Survey 
BCP Council would like to hear about the experiences of parents and carers as well as children 
and young people who are at SEND Support level or support through an Education, Health and 
Care Plan (EHCP). The online survey is open until 23rd July: 
https://haveyoursay.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/send-survey-2021 
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