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Thursday 24th March 

 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 
As I’m sure that you are aware, it has been a particularly challenging time at school over 
the last two weeks, mainly due to the impact of staff isolating with Covid. We have had 
days when absence as been nearly 40% of teaching and support staff, making it very 
difficult to maintain our provision. 
 
This has particularly affected Reception classes. I want to say a heartfelt ‘Thank You!’ to all 
the families of children in Reception. I know the move to remote learning and then a 
temporary half day will have had an impact on you and was so grateful for the support that 
you have provided. 
 
I must also thank all of the staff at school for their flexibility during this time. Adults have 
covered additional duties, lost teaching assistants, had to teach different classes and taught 
wider groups of children, for example. I knew already what an amazing team we have at 
Bayside; this is further evidence. 
 
We are hoping for a more settled period before the Easter holidays, with staff beginning to 
come back from isolation. We continue, of course, to prepare for further absences and to 
do whatever we can to allow the children to continue with their educational journeys. 
 
We understand that times may be tough for many families. BCP council have again 
provided supermarket vouchers for the Easter holidays. These will be issued on 31.3.22 as 
previously, through Wonde, at a value of £25 per week per eligible pupil, so £50 for each 
pupil eligible for means tested Free School Meals. As previously, we have the ability to 
order further vouchers for any family in need. Please call the office to apply for one of 
these vouchers if you feel you require one by 30th March at 12:00, as this is when the 
vouchers will be ordered. We cannot order past this point in time. 
 
Please remember that we can also provide assistance with food, through referrals to food 
banks and through some direct food parcels that we have available. Do get in touch if you 
would like support. 
 
With warmest wishes as always, 
 
  

 
Matt Vernon, Principal 

 
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Holiday Clubs  
Free spaces for holiday activities are still available from a variety of providers, including Little Angels, 
for anyone accessing means tested Free School Meals. Please follow the following link for further 
information about how to apply directly for places. 
 
https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/kb5/poole/fis/results.action?holidayactivities=0&holidayactivities
=2&recognisedas=6 
 
Masks 
Whilst we continue to be affected by higher numbers of Covid cases within the community, we ask 
that you support us to minimise the spread of infection by wearing a mask when on site. 
 
Helping Children Feel In Control 
Many children continue to feel anxious as a result of disruption to their routine and lives over the last 
two years. This free course can help to provide support if your child is affected, in order to support 
them to feel in control: 

 
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/help-your-anxious-child-feel-calm-in-
control/?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=207146731&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9wSQ9yKDYgICUA3ug9Yr0EqRl_Q-LW6pGanT19P-
i0KePr0TE3Xk2g_rL-JT-C86E7qXSIGCZN4oSf_bpqbYIZXFJXaQ&utm_content=207146731&utm_source=hs_email 

 
Absence Procedure 
Please remember to report all absence before 9am by calling (01202) 685459 (Option 1 – Absence 
Line) or through sending an email to office@bayside-academy.co.uk. Please include the following 
information: 

• Your child’s name 
• Their class 
• The reason for absence 

 
Speaking To Children About War And Conflict 
We know that some children are currently talking about the war in Ukraine. On Monday, 28th March 
at 4pm, there will be an online webinar about how to discuss war and other disasters with children. 
This is a free access event that can be booked using the following link: 
 
https://www.creativeeducation.co.uk/courses/talking-about-war-and-conflict-with-your-child/ 
 
Autism Awareness Week 
Next week is Autism Awareness Week. In order to raise awareness, we will be holding a whole school 
assembly on Monday about Autism, with children able to follow up with any questions that they have 
with their class teachers. The thought of the week for next week is: 

‘Autism is not a disability, it is a different ability’ – Stuart Duncan 
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