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18th February 2022 
 

 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 
First and foremost, I truly hope that everyone has managed to stay safe over the course of 
the most intense period of Storm Eunice and that your homes are unaffected. It certainly 
was one of the strangest ends to a half term that I can remember. 
 
Decisions to close a school are always as a last resort. In this case, we were following safety 
advice and guidance from Dorset County Council and from BCP Council, particularly around 
the safety of travelling to and from school. This was both for pupils and their families and for 
staff. We also had the added complication of closures to many other schools in the area, and 
the knock on effect this would have for staffing in school due to childcare requirements.  
 
This aside, when we reflect on the half term, we can be very proud of what we have achieved 
at Bayside. The children have had a wide variety of experiences, both inside and outside of 
the classroom – our Year 3s were incredibly enthusiastic when coming back from Stonehenge 
this week for example! We have continued to develop the quality of teaching in the school 
and are seeing children close gaps in their learning as a result of Covid closures through the 
measures that we have taken. 
 
As a school, we have also invested a lot in external support during the term. This has been 
across a number of different agencies and providers. Nico has continued to support many 
learners through music therapy sessions; we have facilitated direct speech and language 
therapy work through different professionals; many pupils have completed in depth detailed 
dyslexia screenings; we have arranged for educational psychologist support for several 
pupils; many pupils have received 1:1 counselling from ‘The Listening Ear’ service. All of 
these interventions form part of our curriculum vision: to empower and enable the children. 
They are the absolute focus of everything that we do. 
 
With warmest wishes as always, 
 
  

 
 
Matt Vernon 
Principal 
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World Book Day and Hair To Care Day 
It will be a busy first week back as we will celebrate World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March 
and support Hair To Care Day on Friday 4th March. Therefore, children can celebrate their 
favourite characters from books by dressing up, should they wish to do so, on the Thursday. 
This doesn’t need to be anything over the top and the children can simply bring in a favourite 
book if they would like to. On Friday, children (and adults!) can come to school with any hair 
style such straightening, curling, plaiting, glittering or even wearing a wig!  
If anybody would like to make a donation to help the MY TIME Young Carers charity in order 
to help them fund the support they provide, then please text HAIR to 70201 to donate £1, 
to 70970 to donate £5 or 70191 to donate £10. 
 
Class Photos 
Class photos will be taken on Wednesday 2nd March at school. These will be taken by Fraser 
Portraits. Communication about how to purchase a photo will be shared in due course. 
 
Red Nose Day 
We will support Red Nose Day on Friday 18th March. On this day, pupils can wear a red nose 
/ item of red clothing in addition to their uniform to show their support. Donations to the 
charity can be made through Parentpay, please note that we are not able to accept cash 
donations on this day. 
 
Uniform 
Please ensure that your child has full uniform for the school day so that they feel comfortable 
and included, in keeping with our policy: 
 
https://www.bayside-academy.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/Uniform-Policy-2020.pdf 
 
Parental engagement 
During the second half of term, we have organised for parent(s) / carer(s) to come into 
school to share in elements of the chidlren’s learning. For example, Year 5 are looking forward 
to creating an art gallery of their work to show. Look out for further information in due 
course! 
 
Kindness Coin 
The Kindness Coin is now in circulation! This coin is given to one pupil 
who then performs an act of kindness to another pupil, passing the 
coin onto them. This child then performs the same and before we know 
it, kindness everywhere! 
 
Attendance Procedures 
We have now completed our second four weekly review of attendance. 
All pupils with attendance below expectations during this period will receive communication 
through the post, or via telephone after the half term break. These figures do continue to 
include absence related to confirmed Covid, as this is the nationally used data. However, we 
have decided that all 100% attendance certificates for the first half of the Spring term that 
will be issued after half term will not include Covid absence. 
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