
 

 

 

 

    

  

                   Bayside_Academy 

 

28th January 2022 
 

Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 
Your children may well have told you that last week we had some visitors from our Trust, 
Ambitions, who were having a look around the school. Although these were not the ‘special 
visitors’ that we know will be welcomed to our school in the not too distant future, their visit 
did provide us with some really useful information about the position of the school.  
 
The feedback that we received was almost universally positive, although as we would expect 
we had a few minor tweaks to our provision suggested. Above all, the visitors noticed the 
children’s attitudes to learning and general conduct to be excellent. Pupils were engaged in 
their lessons and could talk freely about their learning. Our high expectations were also 
evident in the way that children moved around school and in their politeness to all. Our CEO, 
Sian Thomas, considered that the school had a warm, family atmosphere – this has always 
been our aim as a community school where our vision is to Empower and Enable all learners. 
 
There has been a lot of focus on attendance this week and I know that a lot of families 
received letters about their children’s absence rates. Children being in school every day is so 
important for their development for so many different reasons. I know that some parents / 
carers  received letters due to their child being ill with Covid and that this was the only 
absence recorded. I completely understand the frustrations of being sent a notification in 
such circumstances. However, now that the government codes dictate that confirmed Covid 
absence should be included in absence 
data, we have little choice but to enact 
our standard procedures in notifying 
and offering support related to 
attendance that falls below 96%. 
 
We will now conduct absence reviews 
on a three weekly basis, with relevant 
actions being taken as per our 
procedure and practices. 
 
With warmest wishes as always, 
 
  

 
Matt Vernon, Principal 

 
High Expectations lead to High Achievers 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

PTA raffle 
Our PTA did an absolutely fantastic job of raising £529.64 for the school via the Christmas 
hamper raffle. This is such an amazing amount of money – our hearfelt thanks to Lexi Cox 
and her team. 
 
Trips 
Trips, like all things currently, are increasing in cost, particularly in relation to coaches. When 
we calculate the cost of trips, the total costing is shared equally amongst the pupils , usually 
with a school subsidy applied. These costings are sent and agreed by the Principal and no 
one is ever over charged. We understand if families are struggling that this cost may be too 
much for you to pay: please pay whatever you can to enable the trips to happen because 
without donations we cannot provide the children the rich and varied experiences to bring 
their curriculum to life. 
 
Masks 
Although the government guidance on mask wearing has changed, we are currently 
maintaining the same risk assessment at school as we are still being notified of positive cases. 
Therefore, we request that all adults on school site continue to wear masks. 
 
YMCA 
We have attached a flyer for paid for holiday clubs being run by The Junction in Poole over 
the half term break – there is plenty of variety on offer! 
 
Early Help Navigator drop in session 
Please note that on 8th February, Mrs Adair will not be running a drop in session due to other 
commitments. 
 
Car parking 
We have received some complaints from local organisations and residents about parking, 
particularly at pick up time. Please respect all members of the community by not blocking 
driveways or access to any property. This includes St Gabriel’s nursery, where staff members 
were unable to leave last week due to being blocked in. 
 
Monday 31st January 
The school will be closed on Monday 31st January, in line with all other schools in Ambitions 
Academies Trust. We will re-open on Tuesday 1st February, normal times apply. 
 
Attendance 
Congratulations to 3MA who were the class with the highest attendance last week and 3MA 
(again!) and 3BC who are this week’s highest attendees! 
 

 RRL RSW 1NT 2HC 3BC 3MA 4JW 4LB 5KH 6LW 6RM 

17.1.22 96 97 95 91 94 99 94 89 94 96 92 

24.1.22 97 99 95 95 99 99 94 92 95 87 93 
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 


