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14th January 2022 

 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 
Happy New Year to you! I’m sure that we all have our own hopes and aspirations for 2022, but that 
we all share the hope that the black cloud of Covid will soon dissipate.  
 
I love the first few days back at school because this is when the children are thrown into their new 
topics with some especially exciting activities being held. For example, this week: Year 2 became 
pirates for the day (well done for the excellent costumes!), even adopting pirate names; Year 4 
created huge diagrams of the body in the hall; Year 5 created their own Plague masks - not quite as 
effective as a vaccination of course! 
 
These forms of experiential learning are so important for the children, not only because they are fun 
and engaging, but because they support deep rooted knowledge and understanding within their 
learning. They form a basis on which to learn more and raise questions, which are then answered 
during the relevant topic. 
 
Communication will be provided in the next couple of weeks related to a residential for Years 4 and 
5 to Carey Camp: we are so keen for all pupils to participate. This trip not only supports the children’s 
independence, but also teamwork and collaboration, resilience and a multitude of knowledge gained 
from the activities put on for the children. I have experienced this first hand and can testify that the 
children gain so much – and the food is great too! 
 
Unfortunately, I do need to mention Covid once again. Issues of staffing in schools are well 
documented currently as staff have to self-isolate. We will continue to do all we can to maintain our 
timetable but will continue to monitor the situation closely. Similarly, the control measures that have 
been in place in school since before the Christmas holidays will remain in place for at least two more 
weeks, including: separating pupils into year group bubbles; eating in classrooms; adults wearing 
masks in shared areas; advanced hygiene measures; ensuring adequate ventilation. I cannot wait for 
a time when we’re able to hold a whole school assembly in the hall – we haven’t been able to do this 
for over 20 months! 
 
 
With warmest wishes as always, 
 
  

 
Matt Vernon, Principal 
 
 

   
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
Staying Safe Online 
In a few weeks, we will be having an online safety day where key messages about staying safe when 
on the internet will be shared with the children. In order to further promote safety when online, 
agreements have been placed in the children’s book bags. Please look through this with your child 
before asking them to sign it and bring it back into school. 
 
Anti-bullying strategy 
As mentioned in the newsletter before Christmas, bullying will not be tolerated at Bayside in any form. 
In order to ensure that our approach to any suspected bullying is consistent, fair and robust, we have 
re-drafted our anti-bullying policy. This now includes a staged approach to proven incidents, with 
scaled actions and support stipulated to educate pupils into the harm that can be caused through 
persistent unkindness towards others. The draft of this policy is available in the documents section 
of the school website. 
 
We will be sharing elements of this policy with the children next week during assemblies when we 
will remind them of two relevant phrases: 
 

S.T.O.P. – Several Times On Purpose 
S.O.S.! – Speak Out Straight away! 

 
Walk To School Week 
During the week of the 31st January, the children will be encouraged to walk to school. This is to 
promote healthy lifestyles as well as for environmental reasons. Children who come to school by car 
can park a little further away to walk the final part of their journey in order to participate. Stickers 
and small prizes will be available during the week to celebrate those who manage to walk! 
 
Admissions Policy 2023-2024 
We have published the draft admissions policy for 2023-2024 on the school website. Should you have 
any comments about this or would like to suggest amendments, please do contact the school office. 
 
Community Projects 
Community Clean – On the first Sunday of every month 
at 11am a group meets on the beach or at the play 
area on Foreland Road to support cleaning up the local 
area. All ages are welcome, adults are responsible for 
their own children. All equipment is provided including 
litter pickers, high viz vests, gloves and bin bags and 
hot drinks and biscuits are available at the end! 
 
A flyer is attached for Seed2Plate – a Dorset 
Community Action project who are looking to re-engage with the community garden on Turlin Road. 
 
Attendance 
Congratulations to RRL who are the class with the highest attendance for this week! 
 

 RRL RSW 1NT 2HC 3HC 3MA 4JW 4LB 5KH 6LW 6RM 

10.1.22 99.5 98 93 99 96 93 89 95 95 84 96 

 
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 


