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2nd December 2021 

 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 
This Monday, our assembly theme was about Advent and about how this period is when we prepare 
for Christmas. The run up to Christmas is such a special time and one which is all the more special 
through families and communities coming together and the showing of kindness and goodwill to all. 
 
Clearly, Covid infections are having an ongoing impact at Bayside. We have ongoing absence from 
both staff and pupils and our advanced risk assessment remains in place. This means that we will 
have to maintain an early close on a Friday for the last two Fridays of term. The homework club will 
remain for those who need it as well as swimming for Year 3. From January, we will return to a full 
5 day timetable. 
 
What I do not want Covid to do is to shut down Christmas 
and all of the enjoyment and excitement that this brings 
the children. Therefore, as communicated in a letter to 
relevant families today, we will be allowing 2 adults per 
family to view the younger pupils’ nativity in the hall with 
some additional measures in place. 
 
We will also be holding a Christmas Carol concert on the 
school playground on Wednesday 15th December from 
14:30, weather permitting. For this event, the children will 
be placed in their year groups on separate sides of the 
playground with adults in the centre. Adults will be asked to wear masks and maintain distance from 
each other as a protective measure, in addition to that of being outside. Again, we ask for a maximum 
of 2 adults per child to ensure that adequate space is available for distancing. The children will then 
return to their classes prior to being collected at normal time. 
 
On Thursday 16th December, the children will be able to come to school wearing a Christmas jumper, 
in return for a donation to Save the Children Fund (£1 in cash please). This is also the day when the 
children can have a Christmas lunch – please order in the usual way with Chartwell’s. During the 
afternoon, each class will have a Christmas party / Christmas activity afternoon. They have worked 
so hard this term and kept to all the restrictions that we have put in place with a smile on their face. 
They certainly deserve a reward! The PTA raffle draws will also happen on this day. Tickets with the 
relevant money and names on the back can still come back into school ahead of this. 
 
With warmest wishes as always, 
 
 
Mr Vernon, Principa 

 
Matt Vernon 
Principal 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent Survey 
Please take a few minutes to complete our parent survey using the following link. We really value 
your feedback about the school and how we are supporting your children. 
 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=-

0SC_weKN0mnmn42WdhKDYoai4ibyz9NnJuXLjvGBelURFpRNlc2WkZPRTBZV1lUWFRPV1UwNzQ3Sy4u 

 
INSET day 
Please be aware that the school will be closed to pupils this Friday, 3rd December. 
 

HAF Christmas holiday activities 
If you are entitled to means tested free school meals, free places are still available for holiday activities 
through the Christmas holidays. The BCP website provides details about these events and how to 
book. Most days also include a free meal! 
 

https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/kb5/poole/fis/results.action?holidayactivities=0&holidayactivities
=7&recognisedas=6  
 

You can also contact BCP Family Information Service directly about booking using 01202 093131 or 
at familyinformation@bcpcouncil.gov.uk. 
 

Navigator Drop Ins 
Paula Adair, our ‘Navigator’ from BCP will be moving her drop in slot to 8:45 – 9:30 on Tuesdays. 
This is an opportunity to talk about any concerns that you have related to your family circumstances 
and gain support across a broad range of areas. Paula is available for direct work with families but 
can also refer on to other BCP services. 
 
S-elf Care 
We have attached a very special Advent calendar to this newsletter – for 
each day up to Christmas there is an activity / idea to support mental 
health and well-being. Well worth a look! 
 
Supermarket vouchers 
Supermarket vouchers will be provided for the Christmas holidays for all 
pupils who are eligible for means tested free school meals. These 
vouchers will be provided from the Wonde provider used previously and will be issued before the end 
of term. We will let you know a date for them to be sent in due course. 
If you consider that you are entitled to free school meals for you child and would like to apply, please 
request a form from the school office or call the school and ask to speak to Mrs Gardner who will be 
pleased to assist you. 
We have a limited amount of vouchers available for pupils who are not eligible for free school meals 
but are experiencing hardship. Please call the office and ask to speak to Mrs Mitchell if you would like 
to request a voucher due to your personal circumstances. We will require an explanation for this 
request in order to justify the order to BCP council. 
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
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Covid-19 procedures 
 
If your child is experiencing symptoms of COVID-19, in particular a high temperature, a 
new continuous cough, or a change in your sense of taste and/or smell, then they MUST 
NOT attend school. You should instead take the following actions: 

1. Inform the school of your child’s absence through the Absence Line – 01202 

685459 – or by emailing office@bayside-academy.co.uk 

2. Arrange a PCR test to determine if you have COVID-19. You can visit a local test 
centre or order a test to be delivered to your home. The link for both options is 
here:  

https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test     

If you have symptoms, you MUST take a PCR test. National guidance says a Lateral 
Flow Test is NOT acceptable. This is due to different levels of sensitivity. 

3. Your child should self-isolate and MUST NOT attend school until you receive the 
result. This is normally the next day. 

4. If the test result is negative, you should inform the school of your result. You may 
then return immediately. Importantly, you may be asked to provide evidence of your 
negative test. 

5. If your test result is positive, you should inform the school of your result and follow 
the latest government guidelines with regard to self-isolation. Your child 
may NOT return to school until their self-isolation period is complete. This is 
currently ten days from the date of a positive test / onset of symptoms. 

6. If you require any support to access a PCR test then please do let us know.    

7. Please note, if anyone in your household tests positive for the Omicron variant, then 
the entire household will be required to isolate for the requisite 10 day period. 

Thank you for your continued cooperation in helping to ensure that we keep Bayside a safe 
place to work and study. 
 

 
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
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