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16th December 2021 

 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 
I have to start with the performances from this week. It was fantastic to welcome so many families 
into the school to share in really fun, heart-warming events. As I mentioned at the time, school is 
about curriculum learning, but it’s also about so much more. We are a community school and the 
children need to feel like they belong: every one of them is a special, cared for member. 
 
Reading the feedback from the recent survey, I was really pleased to view the positive nature of your 
responses. Our high expectations, wide ranging curriculum, extra-curricular program and response 
to concerns were all praised. We send out surveys to improve, and two areas have come into focus 
from a couple of responses received.  
 
Firstly, parents / carers would like assurances about anti-bullying measures. As you are aware, we 
have held an anti-bullying day at school with a ‘Cool to be kind’ motto. We have also re-drafted our 
anti-bullying policy to include a staged approach to any bullying allegations. I will send details in the 
new year. Our attention was also drawn to the fact that parents / carers would appreciate more 
information related to the content of the curriculum. We have discussed this as a Leadership Team 
and will be sending more information home directly, as well as inviting families into school based, 
curriculum events when our risk assessment allows. 
 
I am sure that we are all acutely aware that Covid cases are again on the rise, largely due to the 
spread of the new variant. Firstly, we know that as a school and as a community, we will be able to 
face every challenge sent our way successfully. We do, however have to consider some contingency 
measures at this point in time. 
 
We will begin the term with our usual school day timings. However, should staffing be as affected as 
it has been this term through positive cases being detected under our regular testing arrangements, 
it may be necessary to finish at 1:15 on Fridays again. This would be as an alternative to sending 
classes home to complete remote learning and would only occur as a last resort. 
 
Equally, there are no current plans or signs that the children will be expected to learn remotely, but 
we cannot assume that this will not happen should there be a rapid acceleration in cases. Should it 
be required, we are prepared with Teams again to provide online lessons in exactly the same manner 
as we did at the start of 2021. We, as I’m sure you will agree, would definitely prefer for this not to 
happen. 
 
Thank you so much for all of the support during this term. Have a wonderful Christmas break and I 
wish you all a very happy new year. 
 
With warmest wishes as always, 
 
  

 
Matt Vernon, Principal 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 


