
 

 

 

 

    

                    Bayside_Academy 

   

25th November 2021 

 
Dear Parent(s) / Carer(s), 
 

Unfortunately, Covid-19 has come very much back to the fore at Bayside over the last two 
weeks.  
 
As previously communicated, this has resulted in us needing to alter our provision to close a 

little earlier on a Friday, in order to maintain education for all. Next Friday, 3rd December, is 
an INSET day and the school will be closed to all pupils. I will review the current situation 
with a focus on staffing during next week, and will communicate whether we maintain an 

early close on Fridays for the 10th and 17th December next week. 
 
I completely understand many parent/carer’s anxieties about the fact that pupils are testing 

positive for Covid-19 at our school. This is situation that is being faced by every primary 
school in the local area and is not unique to Bayside. I have been in daily contact with both 
Public Health Dorset and the local authority and am following all advice provided in terms of 

putting in place measures to protect the community. 
 
One theme that comes out above all is the importance of testing. This Friday, we have 

arranged for deep clean to be completed, with a particular focus on all classrooms. In order 
to further support this measure, I request that everyone tests both themselves and their 
children this weekend. If we all do this then we are much more likely to locate specific cases 
and limit any spread of infection through isolation. 

 
Tests can be ordered directly from the following website and will be delivered in 2 days:  
  

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests 
 
In the meantime, our current restricting of children to their year group bubbles and other 

additional measures, including hygiene and the wearing of masks, will remain in place, 
certainly until Christmas. Sadly, this means that the Christmas discos will need to be 
postponed until a time when the circumstantial evidence means that we can reduce measures 

currently in place. I know this is yet another Covid disappointment for the children – we are 
planning some alternative Christmas fun for the children before the end of term though! 
 

With warmest wishes as always, 
 
 
 

Mr Vernon, Principal 
 
 

 
Families Evening 

https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
HAF Christmas holiday activities 
If you are entitled to means tested free school meals, free places are available for holiday activities 
through the Christmas holidays. The BCP website provides details about these events and how to 
book. Most days also include a free meal! 
 
https://www.fid.bcpcouncil.gov.uk/kb5/poole/fis/results.action?holidayactiv ities=0&holidayactivities
=7&recognisedas=6  
 
You can also contact BCP Family Information Service directly about booking using 01202 093131 or 
at familyinformation@bcpcouncil.gov.uk. 
 
Christmas performances 
We are still assessing whether or not we can proceed with having large gatherings for the Christmas 
performances at school this year and are considering different options for these events. We will 
communicate nearer to the time how we will allow you to share with your children and create some 
positive memories. 
 
Christmas lunch 
Our Christmas lunch is booked for 16th December which is also the date where we be supporting Save 
The Children by wearing Christmas jumpers. Please book a lunch for your child if you would like them 
to have one! 
 
Support for the Homeless 
Mrs Whitaker has arranged to support local homeless people as the weather changes. If you have 
any warm coats or sleeping bags to donate, please bring them to the gate at the start of the day 
where a member of staff will take them from you and ensure that they reach those in need. 
 
Smoking 
The entire school site is a non-smoking area. We also request that there is no smoking around the 
perimeter fence – children should not be exposed to smoke when coming to school or leaving to go 
home. 
 
Flu Vaccine 
We have been advised by the NHS that this vaccine will be booked for our pupils early in the new 
year following the cancellation this term. 
 
PTA raffle 
Thursday 9th December will remain a mufti-day as per the PTA letter sent previously. To wear non-
uniform, the children should bring in a hamper donatation (as listed on the previous letter). Every 
donation gets a free raffle ticket too! Raffle tickets sent home this week can come back to school with 
your child’s name and class on the back and donation in cash please. 

 
 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
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