
Bayside Academy – Topic Overview  

  Year 2 – Wriggle and Crawl       

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 

 

Enquiry Questions 

What lives under the ground we walk on? 
 

How far does a snail travel in a day?  Do all babies look like their parents?  

 

Grab your coat and pooter, where going out on a minibeast hunt! 
Sweep your nets in puddles and ponds and lift up logs to see who 
is home.  
 
Then set up your own minibeast laboratory and observe their 
every move. Add notes and labels and ask your own research 
questions – just like a real entomologist!  
Learn about bees and worms and butterflies too. Can you make a 
food chain to show you eats who? Carry out investigations to find 
out more, like how far a snail travels in a day or how a spider 
catches its prey?  
 
On your belly, legs at the ready,  
it’s time to wriggle and crawl!  

 
National Curriculum  
 
As writers, the children will be writing descriptive texts and non-
chronological reports about minibeasts and plants. We will also 
write a set of instructions on how to look after a minibeast.  
 
As mathematicians, we will identify and describe the properties of 
2D shapes, including the number of sides and line symmetry in a 
vertical line. 

 
As scientists, the children will identify and 
describe a number of plants and micro-
habitats. Find out about animals and their 
basic needs for survival.  

 

Ideas for Home Learning 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. Please challenge yourself to selection of these 
tasks over the course of the topic and bring what you have done to share with your teacher and your 
class to achieve bonus stars! 

Read James and the Giant Peach 
by Roald Dahl, then write a 
description of the main 
characters.  

Use the web to research a weird 
and wonderful minibeast. 

Make a non-fiction book about 
minibeasts. Include a title, 
headings, a contents page, an 
index, downloaded images and 
drawings. 
 

Download and print a large 
image of an insect and label each 
body part. 

Create a minibeast word search 
containing all the minibeast 
names you have learnt. Give it to 
your family and friends to solve! 

Create a table to collect 
information about minibeasts, 
including their name, body parts, 
legs and wings. Identify whether 
or not each minibeast is an 
insect. 

Write a list of adjectives to 
describe what spiders look like 
and a list of verbs to describe 
what spiders do. Use the lists to 
write six facts about spiders and 
make up a story about a spidery 
adventure. 

Watch Antz, A Bug’s Life or Epic 
with your family. Make a comic 
strip that shows part of the film 
or write a review and include a 
star rating. 

Make a minibeast game. Allocate 
each body part a number: head = 
6, body = 5, leg = 4, antennae = 
3, eye = 2, mouth = 1. Take it in 
turns to throw the dice and 
collect the part of the body that 
corresponds to the number. The 
winner is the person who builds 
the beetle first. 

Go on a minibeast safari with 
your family. Investigate your 
garden, local park or woodland 
to search for wriggly and crawly 
creatures! Take photos or draw 
any minibeasts you find. 

Create your own minibeast, 
which body parts could you 
choose to create the ultimate 
minibeast, think about 
camouflage, best legs for 
climbing or running?  

Visit your local library and find 
stories, poems and non-fiction 
books about minibeasts. 


