
Bayside Academy – Topic Overview  

  Year 5 – Darwin’s Delights       

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
Charl esto see the amazi ng speci es  

Enquiry Questions 

Who is Charles Darwin? What is so special about a lava lizard? How do animals adapt to environments? 

 

Ship ahoy! We are off on an 
exciting expedition with Charles 
Darwin and his crew on the 
HMS Beagle. Stop at the 
magical Galapagos Islands to 
see the amazing species that 
helped Darwin develop his 
theory of evolution by natural 
selection. 

 
National Curriculum.  
As writers, the children will be writing diaries as Charles 
Darwin, letters, explanation texts and much more. 
 
As mathematicians, they will be continuing our 
arithmetic focus whilst learning new methods for 
multiplication and division to enable us to solve word 
problems. 
 
As Scientists, they will be 
discovering the different 
environments and habitats, 
how animals adapt to 
environments and making 
predictions for fair and 
comparative testing.  

Ideas for Home Learning 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. Please challenge yourself to selection of these 
tasks over the course of the topic and bring what you have done to share with your teacher and your 
class to achieve bonus stars 

Create a true or false quiz 
about Charles Darwin and his 
scientific   
Expedition on HMS beagle 

Draw your own map and using 
your grid referencing skills 
plot Charles Darwin’ journey 
around the world on HMS 
Beagle.  

Create some top trumps cards 
for the animals in our project. 
Here are some ideas. 
Power – 45  
Life span – 6 years  

Look at photos of the 
different archipelago islands 
that Charles Darwin visited. 
Design and draw your own 
archipelago island. 
 

Design and make your version 
of the HMS Beagle using junk 
modelling, Lego or any other 
construction materials. 

Write your own fun fact file 
with any interesting facts you 
can research on the animals 
we have come across. 

Research how far away from 
your home are the Galapagos 
islands.  
 
How far Charles Darwin 
travelled. 
 

Create your own word search 
using the word you have 
learnt in our Darwin’s delight 
project. Challenge a grown up 
to solve your puzzle. 

Consider research for this 
question, what is Darwin was 
alive nowadays? How might 
he use modern technology for 
his research? 

Create a fun, fact filled poster 
of the ship used.  
When was it built?  
When was it launched? 
Who designed it? 

Using salt dough, dough or 
clay to create your very own 
fossil. What design will you 
decide to use?  

Write a diary entry from 
Charles Darwin.  
Consider his day’s events, 
how he would have been 
feeling and the wording he 
would have used.  


