
Bayside Academy – Topic Overview  

  Year 4 – Traders and Raiders 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 
 

Enquiry Questions 

Who was Alfred the Great? What does the word ‘Viking’ mean? Where did Vikings originate from? 
 

Big, strong, powerful and 
brave, the Saxons wave 

their battle axes and 
brandish their swords as 

they begin to invade 
Britain’s shores.  

 
 

We are going to sail back to the Dark Ages, where battles were rife and 
fear reigned. Are you ready to shine a light on the dangerous and deadly 

Dark Ages…? 
 
National Curriculum  
 
As historians and geographers, we will be researching what life was like in 
Great Britain when the Saxons and Vikings invaded and settled on the 
Island. We will be learning about where the Saxons and Vikings came from 
where they settled in Great Britain. 
 
As writers, we will be creating newspaper reports on the Viking invasions 
and further developing our skills on setting and character descriptions as 
we write narratives on myths and legends. We will be using our ICT skills to 
create informative texts on Viking life. 
  
As artists, we will be creating our own natural dyes and designing patterns 
to create print making tools.  
 
 

 

Ideas for Home Learning 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. Please challenge yourself to 
selection of these tasks over the course of the topic and bring what you have done to 
share with your teacher and your class to achieve bonus stars! Remember, you get extra 
stars if you complete 5 or more of these challenges! 
 

Look at King Alfred’s pledge: ‘I desired to live worthily as 
long as I lived, and to leave after my life, to the men who 
should come after me, the memory of me in good works’. 
Write a pledge – how would you like to be remembered in 
the future? 

Imagine you are Viking 
warrior invading Dorset. 
Write a diary entry about 
the battle.  

Try making Anglo-Saxon 
bread or Viking flatbread 
(search online for recipes). 
Why not share your creation 
with your friends? 

Look at images of Anglo-
Saxon coins. Can you 
design a coin? You could 
draw a picture or use 
modelling clay or other 
materials to make your 
coin look like metal – use 
your imagination! 

Research about Viking 
names and their 
meanings.Invent some 
suitable Viking names for 
your friends and family. 
Explain why you chose 
those names. 

Listen online to someone 
speaking Old English or Old 
Norse. Can you recognise any 
of the words? Learn how to 
express a greeting or phrase 
in one of these ancient 
languages. 

Find out more the Viking 
runic alphabet. Write a 
short message using the 
runic characters. Vikings 
wrote on wood, bone and 
stone. What will you use? 

Design a typical Saxon or 
Viking costume. Will it be 
for a  farmer, warrior, child 
or tradesperson? Red and 
gold were favourite 
colours, but poorer people 
might not have been able 
to afford to dye their cloth. 

Look at animals in Viking art. 
Design and draw an 
imaginary beast to make a 
fantastic pattern. 

Imagine you are a Viking 
skald or poet. Create a 
poem to sing the praises of 
a friend or family member. 

How many Viking Gods can 
you discover? Create a 
PowerPoint presentation 
with your research.  
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