
 

 

 Bayside Academy – Topic Overview  
Year 6 – A Child’s War       

 
Enquiry Questions 

 

What was life really like for children during 
WW2? 

What changes did children have to encounter 
during WW2? 

What would the world be like today if 
Britain had not won the war against 

Germany? 
 

A siren sounds, a building crumbles, a 
Spitfire zooms overhead. Take cover! 
It’s 1939 and Britain is at war. Deep 
down in the Anderson shelter, learn 
why nations are fighting and why child 
evacuees must make the long journey 
from their homes and families into 
unknown territory.  

 

National Curriculum  
As writers, the children will write letters from the viewpoints of 
evacuees, detailing their experiences of moving away from home. 
We will also write diaries from the perspective of Anne Frank. 
Towards the end of the topic, the children will write their own 
speech, declaring that war is over. The children will continue to 
analyse and assess their own writing against the Year 6 standards.  
 
As historians, we will discover how WW2 broke out. We will also 
learn about the effects of the war on the children who were 
evacuated or remained in their homes.   
 
As geographers, we will look at the 
effects of The Blitz on Britain. Children 
will identify those cities which were 
impacted by the German bomber planes. 

Ideas for Home Learning 
Home Learning should build your skills and confidence. Please challenge yourself to 
selection of these tasks over the course of the topic and bring what you have done to 
share with your teacher and your class to achieve bonus stars! 

Find out what happened in 
your local area during the 
war. Were any children 
evacuated or did your area 
host evacuees? You could 
present your findings as a 
PowerPoint or a Non-
Chronological Report.  

Create a poster or a leaflet 
to support families that are 
hosting evacuees in your 
local area. Help them to 
make them feel welcome, 
support them when they 
are missing their families 
and advise them where 
they might take them in 
the local area. 

Make a scrap book type 
document or poster of 
Second World War images 
and write captions for each 
one. Consider how the 
people in the photographs 
would have been feeling. 

Find some wartime recipes 
and make a typical meal 
using foods that would 
have been rationed at the 
time. Can you work out the 
nutritional value? 

Listen to some war time 
songs and learn one. Can 
you write an additional 
verse to keep the troops 
buoyed up?  

Keep a diary as if you were 
a child in the war. Perhaps 
you could write about the 
night of The Blitz or leaving 
home to be evacuated. 

Create a survey amongst 
family and friends. Imagine 
you are an evacuee: you’re 
only allowed to take one 
book. What would you 
take and why? 

Dress up as an evacuated 
child. Ask someone to take 
a photograph and then 
print it with a sepia effect 
to make it look authentic! 

Make a gas mask box using 
recycled materials. Write 
instructions of how you 
made it. You could even 
include diagrams. 

High Expectations lead to High Achievers 


